
Run-Rite Headlight Restoration and Recoating
With Lens Hardcoat

A. Before beginning, protect all painted surfaces. Use auto body 
tape and paper to protect around the headlight lens. Be sure to 
save one of the towels for the final cleaning before recoating.

B. Use a cloth to wipe off any dirt from the lens. Fill the spray 
bottle with water and prepare to sand the headlight.

C. Attach a 400 grit disc to the buffing tool. Wet the disc and 
the headlight with water. Apply gentle pressure and sand the 
headlight lens in all directions.

 NOTE:  The lens must stay wet during this process, so apply 
more water as needed.

 You will begin to see a brownish residue develop on the lens. This 
is the damaged plastic being removed, and is completely normal.

D. Use a shop towel to wipe off the residue of the damaged 
plastic. You should now see a rough hazy finish over the lens. If 
you still see damaged plastic, spray more water on the surface and 
the sanding disc and continue sanding. Make sure that all of the 
original factory coating is removed.

E. Next, attach an 800 grit disc to the buffer. Wet the disc and 
headlight lens, and gently sand again. Wipe off any residue with 
a shop towel.

F. Then, attach a 1500 grit disc to the buffer, wet both the disc 
and the lens, and continue sanding the surface to prepare it for 
the re-coating process.

G. Spray the lens with water to completely clean it and use the 
blue towel to wipe it clean and dry. Be sure to wipe the edges to 
remove all of the water.

H. Finally, use one of the provided alcohol pads to thoroughly 
wipe the headlight down and clean it off. Make sure it is clean 
and dry. The damage has now been removed from the headlight 
and you can move to the next step.

(FLIP OVER FOR NEXT STEPS)

STEP #1: DAMAGE REMOVAL



I. For best performance, the can of Run-Rite Lens Hardcoat must 
be at least 70º F before using it. If necessary, place the can in 
warm water for several minutes to raise its temperature. Be sure 
that the headlight lens you are going to re-coat is also warm. If 
necessary, use a heat gun to warm the lens. 

J. Shake the can well. Hold it about 5-6 inches from the surface of 
the lens and spray just enough of the Hardcoat to completely 
cover the headlight. Work from the top down. Any runs and 
bubbles that appear will run out.  Use the heat gun to warm the 
lens and to remove any humidity or trapped moisture. Clean off any 
overspray with the alcohol pad. Allow the Hardcoat solvent to sit and 
evaporate, which usually takes about 5 minutes.

 There are two options for curing the new hard-coating:  

K. DIRECT SUNLIGHT CURING: Position the vehicle in direct 
sunlight to cure the coating in about 5 minutes or so. This 
process will still work even in overcast or hazy conditions. 

L. UV LAMP CURING: After the Hardcoat solvent has evaporated, 
hold a UV curing lamp about 1 inch from headlight surface 
and slowly move it from side to side. Alternatively you can set a 
large UV curing lamp on a stand in close proximity to the headlight, 
and allow it to sit still. The UV lamp will cure each headlight in 
approximately 5 minutes.

M. To test the dryness of the hard-coating, touch the lens in an 
inconspicuous area. When it is dry to the touch, the recoating 
process is complete!

STEP #2: RESURFACING THE LENS

(Continued from front side “Step #1”)

Before beginning the re-coating process, be sure that the vehicle 
is located in an area that is free of wind and airborne dust and dirt, 
as well as out of direct sunlight.

BEFORE: AFTER:
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